Task II. Rating summaries produced by a computer program.

The purpose of this task is to evaluate summaries of short stories that were produced by a computer program. This task consists of two sub-tasks: firstly, you will read an automatically produced summary and answer some questions based on it. Secondly, you will read the original story and answer a few more questions. 

The Instructions for Part I.

The purpose of Part I is to evaluate the informativeness and the readability of the summary that you find below. For this reason, please answer the questions 1-6 before reading the complete story (which is included for the second part of the task) and without looking anything up in the original. The purpose of these questions is to see what can be objectively gathered from the summary as it is. It is, therefore, very important that the summary be your only source of information at this point.

Please proceed in the following manner:

Read the summary and, to the extent possible, answer the questions that follow. Some summaries are of poor quality, so you may not be able to answer all questions. This is normal and you can omit any question that you cannot answer. 

Questions 1-3 require one-line answers. In these questions, please be as specific as you can, given the information that you have from the summary. For instance, if you understand that a story takes place in New York, please answer New York and not the United States: It will always be assumed that you provide the most specific answer that you could. In this example, if you were to answer USA, the conclusion would be that you did not have enough information to understand that the story, in fact, happened in New York. 

You may use both explicit and implicit information from the summary to answer questions 1-3. For instance, if there is not a specific mention of a location in the summary (e.g. where the story takes place), but you can gather it from dialogues, street names, person names, author’s name, etc. you should include it in your answer. 

The Instructions for Part II.

Part II requires you to read the original story and answer a few more questions about it (most of them are the same as questions 1-6 for the first part). Please, do not go back to the questions 1-3 and do not correct your answers now that you have complete information about the story. You may, however, change your answers for questions 4-6, if you wish. 

In order to select an answer in a multiple-choice question, please highlight it. 

If you have any questions or do not understand something in these instructions, please e-mail me at ankazant@site.uottawa.ca. 

***********************************************************************

Part I. 

Please read the summary below and answer the questions that follow.

(summary).

**********************************************************************

Question 1.
Please identify and write down up to 3 main characters in this story. List them in the order of importance (the first is the most important, the second is less or equally important, etc.). You can list fewer that 3 characters, but not more.

Answer 1: 

Question 2.
Please identify and record where this story takes place. Omit the question if you cannot find the answer in the text. If you can answer the question, your answer can be as broad as a country or as narrow as the name of a street. 

Answer 2:

Question 3.
Please select an answer that best describes when the story takes place:


a)
I cannot tell from the text


b)
Before 1700 
c) 1700-1800

d)
1800-1900


e)
1900-2000


f)
other ( please write in your own words): ___

Question 4.
How would you rate the readability of this summary? (e.g. is it coherent and easy to read or confusing and does not make sense?):

(very bad) 1
2
3
4
5
6 (excellent) 
Question 5.
How much irrelevant information does the summary contain (that is useless, confusing information, fragments that do not make sense):
(a lot of irrelevant information) 1
2
3
4
5
6 (no irrelevant 











information)

Question 6. 
Imagine that based on this summary you are asked to this summary should help you decide whether you would like to read the complete original story or not. How helpful (or unhelpful) was the summary for this purpose?

(absolutely useless) 1
2
3
4
5
6 (very helpful)

END OF PART I. 

Part II. Evaluating the summary after reading the story
Below you will find the original of the story that was summarized on the previous page. Please read the story and then answer the question questions below. Most of the questions are the same as in Part I. 

***********************************************************************
Question 7.
Please identify and write down up to 3 main characters in this story. 

Answer 7:

Question 8.
Please identify and record where this story takes place. Omit the question if you cannot find the answer in the text. If you can answer the question, your answer can be as broad as a country or as narrow as the name of a street. 

Answer 8: 

Question 9.
Please select an answer that best describes when the story takes place.


a)
I cannot tell from the text


b)
Before 1700 
d) 1700-1800

d)
1800-1900


e)
1900-2000


f)
other ( please write in your own words): ___

Question 10.
Now that you have read the complete story, can you say how much irrelevant information (that is useless, confusing, unimportant information) the summary contained? Your answer may be the same or different from your answer in Question 5. 

(a lot of irrelevant information) 1
2
3
4
5
6 (no irrelevant 











information)

Question 12. Having read the story, do you find that a lot of important information is missing from the summary? Please rate how complete you find the summary. 

(very incomplete) 1
2
3
4
5
6 (contains all important 

information)

Question 11. 
Now you have read both the summary and the complete story. The purpose of the summary was to help a reader decide whether they would like to read the whole story. In your opinion, how well does this summary meet this objective? 
(absolutely useless) 1
2
3
4
5
6 (very helpful)

