Task I.  Selecting important sentences from a short story.

You are given a task of composing a version of a summary for the story below. The summary must consist of sentences that you select from the body of the story (in other words, you do not re-write anything in your own words). 

The objective of your summary is to help a potential reader decide whether they would like to read this story or not. Therefore, the summary should contain enough information to give the reader a reasonable idea of whom the story is about, when and where it happens. This information can be expressed both explicitly and implicitly: whatever you find more appropriate and whatever is feasible for a particular story.  Your summary should raise adequate expectations about the story, but it should not retell what exactly happens in the story: there is no point in reading a story once one knows exactly what happens in it, is there? 

You do not need to worry about how well your summary reads: since it will be composed of sentences taken from different parts of the story, it may be choppy. This is fine to the extent that a person reading it can make sense of it. What is important is that your summary should include pieces of information that you think are important to know about the settings of this story. 

To the extent possible, please record how much time you spend annotating this story and also make a note if you find this story particularly difficult to annotate (there are some for which this task is very difficult). 

In order to select a sentence that you want to include in your summary, please highlight it. 

If you have any questions or do not understand something in these instructions, please e-mail me at ankazant@site.uottawa.ca. 

***********************************************************************

For this story you should select __ sentences. 

How long did it take you to annotate this story? __________

Notes about difficulty of annotating this story: ___________

